

Porto Statement
Protecting the Networks, Sensing Oceans

Stakeholders attending the “SMART Cables, Science and Society: Towards a deep-sea long-term monitoring of the global Ocean”, 9-10 November 2026 in Porto, call on the urgent need  for effective cooperation and collaboration between telecom providers and scientists to enhance the global ocean observation network with cable technologies at the service of science and society.
SMART (Science Monitoring And Reliable Telecommunications) Cables are an emerging network within GOOS and it is desired that the complementary use of optical fiber systems (OFS/DAS) move in a similar direction, further strengthening the overall reliability of the network and full use of cable sensing technologies.
Considering the distinct advantages of using submarine telecom cables as a multi-purpose infrastructure, through SMART Cables and OFS technologies (such as DAS), both serving the telecom sector, scientific research and society while simultaneously enhancing cables protection and Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), and recognizing the complementarity of the two detection methods across  various monitoring scenarios, it is proposed that:

· Encourage closer collaboration and institutional cooperation between monitoring and detection projects using of submarine cables as multipurpose infrastructure;

· Promote the widespread adoption of established industry best practices;

· Ensure that data governance frameworks facilitate open real-time sharing of scientific and societal data;

· Refine existing legal frameworks and regulatory procedures to streamline and prioritize the licensing process for this type of multipurpose infrastructure, given its clear societal value far beyond standard communications.
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